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master went to Samarkand and distributed the remainder of his provisions to the hungry people, who were very numerous.
On the 26th of the eleventh month (December 29), 1222, we set out on our journey. On the 23d of the I2th month (January 25, 1223) there was a snowfall, and such an intense cold that a great number of our bullocks and horses died on the road. Proceeding to the east, we crossed three days later (January 28) the Ho-cKan mu-hen (Syr-dana; see note 189), and reached the encampment of the emperor (who was also on Ins homeward journey) We were told there that during the past night the bridge across the river had been broken down and carried away.
(Chmghiz again had discourses with the sage, but I omit them as being of no interest.)
On the ist of the first month (Chinese new year, February 2, 1223) the master took leave. The cornniander-m-chief, the physician-m-ordinary, and the diviner-in-chief came to congratulate the master,
On the nth (February 12) we proceeded again eastward. Sie-rni-sz'-kan was now behind us, at a distance of more than a thousand h. On the 2ist (February 22) we went to the east of one station, and arrived at a broad valley (plain) well watered and rich in grass,246 where we stayed for some time, in order to restore our tired horses and bullocks. Sw-lan (Sairam) is three days' journey from this place to the north-east.
On the /th of the second month (March 9) the master was admitted to an audience and said to the empercr, " At the time the wild man of the mountains left the seashore (Shan tung), he gave his word to be back again in three years. It is indeed my ardent desire to see my native mountains again in this third year." The emperor replied: " I am myself returning to the east. Will not you go with
"40 They halted probably on the Ohirchik river, an affluent of the Syr-daria, somewhere near Tashkend.